January 16, 2014

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 1 p.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, Congressman JIM LAN-
GEVIN and I serve as the cochair for the
bipartisan Career and Technical Edu-
cation, or the CTE, Caucus.

During the two previous Congresses,
we worked to raise awareness of the
importance of career and technical
education. We have also led the charge
to ensure that CTE programs receive
robust funding.

For nearly a decade, CTE programs
were largely marginalized, receiving
level funding and even taking sizable
reductions. The CTE Caucus, in turn,
has advocated for maintaining funding
levels for CTE programs. We are
pleased that yesterday the House
passed modest funding increases for
CTE programs. This is a good start.

Mr. Speaker, with so many unem-
ployed or underemployed in this coun-
try, it is time for us to take a more
strategic approach to helping Ameri-
cans get back to work. We can no
longer afford to undervalue CTE. In
fact, we will only succeed if career and
technical education is an essential ele-
ment of our strategy.

Mr. Speaker, I would like, as a point
of personal privilege, a valued House
staff member, Trudi Terry, is retiring
before we return from this coming
week’s recess. I want to thank her for
her service to this country.

Thank you, Trudi.

————
CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I join
my colleague, Congressman <“GT”

THOMPSON from Pennsylvania, as co-
chairs of the bipartisan Career and
Technical Education Caucus in com-
mending House appropriators and my
colleagues for the increase in Perkins
Act funding for career and technical
education funding.

This funding is vitally important for
training the next generation of work-
ers who will enter the career and tech-
nical education fields. These are good-
paying jobs. At a time where Rhode Is-
land—my home State—has one of the
highest unemployment rates in the
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country, this funding for career and
technical education could not come at
a more critical time.

It is frustrating to see so many peo-
ple out of work. Yet when you talk to
businesses around our State and
around the country, one of the main
things that they found a real challenge
is finding the people with the right
skills to do the jobs that are available
right now.

So by focusing on these areas of ca-
reer and technical education, whether
it be in IT or woodworking or culinary
or engineering, these are vitally impor-
tant jobs in our communities, in our
country, and they are going to do a lot
to get people back to work.

I want to thank my colleagues for
their support of Perkins Act funding
and career and technical education pro-
grams.

I, again, thank my colleague, Con-
gressman ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania, for the bipartisan effort that he
and I have put into this vitally impor-
tant area.

BETTER CARE, LOWER COST ACT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I along with PETER WELCH, my
colleague, and Senators WYDEN and
ISAKSON introduced the Better Care,
Lower Cost Act, bipartisan legislation
to truly bend the cost curve and im-
prove chronic care management in
Medicare.

Medicare today, Mr. Speaker, is very
different than it was in 1965, as 68 per-
cent of all beneficiaries have two or
more chronic conditions, which ac-
count now for 93 percent of all Medi-
care costs.

Our legislation will help seniors like
Darlene from my district, who suffers
from multiple chronic conditions, in-
cluding arthritis and diabetes. The
complexity involved with gaining input
from her many doctors and nurses
makes it very difficult for her to man-
age her own health. This is a difficulty
that many seniors typically face today.

But by modernizing the Medicare
payment system—paying for results,
not just activity; incentivizing people
to take care of themselves; and remov-
ing the barriers to innovation—we can
ensure that seniors get the right care
at the right time.

We can also take advantage of health
care technology, like telehealth. We
can break down the barriers, the geo-
graphic barriers, to bring chronic care
management skills and experience of
institutions like the Mayo Clinic in
Minnesota to light.

Mr. Speaker, we can create a better
system, and this bipartisan group
shows that it can be done with a little
cooperation and collaboration.
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RECOGNIZING THE FOURTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE HAITIAN
EARTHQUAKE

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I stand here before you to ac-
knowledge, and in remembrance of, the
fourth anniversary of the catastrophic
earthquake in Haiti in January 2010. I
come in honor and in awe of the un-
mitigated strength, hope, and faith of
the Haitian people.

Although there is still significant
progress to be made, let us take this
time to remember those who have died
and those who continue living with the
visible and invisible scars of trauma.

We cannot forget those who still re-
main in IDP camps, subject to forced
evictions, and living in squalid and pre-
carious conditions. We must remember
those who are victims of sexual and
gender-based violence, and we cannot
turn a blind eye on those Haitians suf-
fering from cholera, which was intro-
duced to the country through no fault
of their own.

Mr. Speaker, the passion of the Hai-
tian people continues to inspire a sense
of community, generosity, strength,
and drive throughout the Caribbean di-
aspora.

Therefore, I urge my colleagues to
draw on the energy, will, and deter-
mination of the Haitian people and
continue to fight to help Haiti to truly
recover from the devastating earth-
quake of 2010.

———

CONCEPTION

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I gave a speech on the floor draw-
ing attention to the important pro-life
rally that is occurring in Washington
next week.

At one point, I misspoke, but today I
want to make it crystal clear that life
begins at conception.

I am proud of my record fighting and
voting to protect the right of the un-
born.

Yesterday, we also passed an impor-
tant appropriations bill to move our
Nation in a financially sound way.
Four years in a row, we have reduced
spending. It is the first time since the
Korean war. But equally important, in
that bill, it keeps in place laws that
protect the life of the unborn. For that,
I am very proud of that vote we took
yesterday.

———————

URGING CONGRESS TO RENEW
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)
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